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Current political hegds im Bragov are Col/fmy/ Galysek, comsander of the local Securi-
tatea and Major Condurache, commandamt of the loeal militia, 25X1
Neither ome of the men is a Rumanian, )

and Comdurache has qdoptod an old Rumanian name to hide his resl natiomality.

Troops 1n the city imelude two infantry regiments, i barracks mear the
Partizamel Rosu factory, on the Boulevard Lenin, on Strada Iungs and on Strada
Rihai Viteazul; two mountain regiments, outside the city; a mountain artillery
regiment at Rasnov, and the 1Tth Bomber Regiment at the airfleld.

Although Bragov was renamed Orssul Stalin on Stalin's birthday in, 1949, no one in
the town uses but the old name. The place now has a population of
170,000. Under the Communist regime it has lost its former galety and food

is short. There is a general fear of deportation. By the beginning of 1953,
about 20,000 persons had been deported as "soclally undesirable elements™, and
only those rated as ess were removed to Miercurea Cluc.

The first thing one sees in Bragov is the Cetatsula prison for politieal
prisoners, a four-story building on Cetatzuia hill., The ne orhood is guarded
the Securitatea, and traffic around the building 1s forbi . The place

1y has underground torture chambers; details about this are not to be had
few people ﬁho have been released from the place, .they say nothing
zr release and avoid contacts with their friends.
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The 0ld railroad station was bombed out during World War II and the new one is deaidedly
shabby, PFrom it the linesipyn out to the factories of sragov and its neighborhood.
Kear the station are the modern railroad shops. Before the station stand only a few
taxis and horse-drawh droshkys. Because of the high fares, they are used almost ex-
clusively by c«:—::m#t funotionaries.

In the town there are six bus lines, with 15 buses altogether, 10 of which are Czech
Skodas, bought in 1952. The remainder, of various makes, are over age. They are
slveys overcravded, with 100 passengers instesd of the 40 they are swpposed to Seke,
A tieket costs 0.50 leu,

The main street of the city, formerly called Regele Carol Street is now Lenin Street.
It runs through the town to the edge, where a huge monmument to Stalin has been
erected. MNidway ulo#:g 1t there is a big unfinished building, intended for propagands
meetings. When it was three-quarters complete, it was found that the calculations on
1t were wrong, and it has never been finished. Lenin Street 1is crossed by Karl Marx,
formerly StPada Vamii. Here, in the building formerly occupied by the German
Mational Union are offices of the regilonal organization of the Communist Party.

Near, the 'ARQ. Palane: fiotedyi Abet streetameumiimes haige theld Ralis; besening Strada 7
November. Here in the bduilding of the former savings bank, are the offices of the
ARISS (Associstion for Soviet-Rumanian Priendship) and the offices of the labor
unions. Farther along are the offices of the state bank, the investment bank and the
Sovrom bank. At the corner of Strada T November and Sfantul Ion Street are allitia
headquarters. The Securitatea offices are near the city baths, Strada Prundulul and
on the market place.

Lo Coa T (MO
n l;gqgﬁhu'{&"o"gﬁc hotels, only three of which are open to the public--Hotel25X1
ARO -PEYsce, Hotel Coroans and Hotel ARO Sport. The other two are the Cerul Nilitar,
which is an offieera! casino, and the Hotel g& ovardg waish ‘houses 120
children. The ARO Palace, at the corner of*Stillh Street and Streds 7 November, is
s quite new nine-story building, reserved for Party functionaries and toro#
visitors. The best rooms are cleared for foreign visit gzm‘thpu;ulv e in
them are moved to others, or toysthel EBtAN W6 -, tﬂ?g t Party rank they have.

. The hotels are . by the state. In a first-class hotel the prices are 28 leu

for a single room 42 lew for a double; in second-class hotels 20 and 30 leu, A
luxury hotel was built in 1951 at the Polana Stalin for the 3ki Olympics. Shortly
sfterward 1t burned., There were stories that it had been set afire by some of those
concerned in the construction to hide the evidence of embezzlement during the build-
ing; and many arrests were made. ‘

There are only & feu} restsurants open, :since the state mansgements cannot keep their
prices down to the level of the falling standard of living. The restaurants fall in
thege oategories: the luxury clesa with a price of 50-100 leu a meal, visited only
by the new Communist aristoorscy; Class A, M,ga‘w 35 leu is the price of a very
ordinary meal and Class B, where the food is aimost ‘thedible and the prices 10 to 20
leu. Most of the factories maintain canteens for their workers.

The famous pastry ‘ ps are now state undertakings, but have a very limited patronage,
singe only a few even of the Communist aristocrasy are wilking:to pey 1.50 to 2.50
led far a tiny eske. )
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